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Proudly Serving
All Ages of Active 
Military Families

Your Complete Dental Care Provider. 
PFD offers General, Cosmetic and Implant 

Dentistry in additon to the following specialties:

Retiree Military Members and 
Families, Civilian Conractors 

and Families, DoD

FREE Childcare During Your Visit  •  Video Goggles and Direct TV  •  Massaging Dental Chairs  •  Gaming Consoles
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866.980.8989  •  PendletonDental.com

Orthodontics  •  Pedodontics  •  Oral Surgery  •  Endodontics   •  Digital Impressions
 Zoom! Professional Whitening  •  Invisalign  •   IV Sedation  •  Emergency Services Available 
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natural color and beauty anywhere in the world. The 
nearly fifty acres of Giant Tecolote Ranunculus flowers 
that make up The Flower Fields at Carlsbad Ranch® in 
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to eight weeks each year – from early March through 
early May.
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...continued on page 6

2004 Semper Fi Fund is Born
May 18, 2004 Karen Guenther and Dawn Olsen pick 

up Semper Fi Fund Incorporation Papers at the San Diego 
Court House. The efforts of 1st Marine Division Marine 
spouses during the past year have evolved into a national 
501 ( c ) 3 nonprofit—The Semper Fi Fund!

2005 Semper Fi Fund Supports Caregivers
Semper Fi Fund recognizes the toll that caregivers face 

in the day-to-day reality of caring for wounded, ill and 
injured service members. Semper Fi Fund steps in to help by 
providing support, education and resources for caregivers.

2005 Semper Fi Fund Featured in Cookie Magazine
Cookie Magazine announced three Semper Fi Fund women 

as recipients of the first-ever Smart Cookie Award, which 

recognizes and supports mothers in the business, philanthropy, 
and celebrity worlds who are making outstanding contributions 
to women’s and children’s causes around the globe.

2006 Team Semper Fi is Created
Team Semper Fi created. First sports team made up of 

wounded Marines and Sailors. Recovery Through Sport 
launches with 8 members and has grown to include more 
than 1,800 service members representing all branches of 
the U.S. Armed Forces. Team Semper Fi was named after 
Peter Murphy, SFF Board member and Counsel to the 
Commandant from 1984 to 2004.

2007 Bob Hope Spirit of Hope Award
Semper Fi Fund received the Spirit of Hope Award at a 

Pentagon ceremony in which all branches of the service 

2003 Medevacs Land at Camp Pendleton
Our story began in the spring of 2003. Just back from Operation Iraqi Freedom, the first  

wave of wounded Marines and Sailors landed at Camp Pendleton, California.  A dedicated group of  
Marine spouses began to organize welcome home activities at the hospital. They arranged travel for  
family members who couldn’t afford airfare. They provided a specialized van for a Marine who is now  
a quadriplegic through the generosity of donors like retired Marine Colonel Jack Kelly. The group assembled  
and distributed care bags filled with toiletries and phone cards. And still, the injured kept coming.

2004 President George W. Bush Acknowledges Semper Fi Fund
“Here at Camp Pendleton, a nurse named Karen Guenther saw the financial strain on the families of the injured sailors and 

marines. Many spent weeks, even months away from home, standing by their loved ones recovering at a military hospital. They 
struggle with the cost of food and lodging and travel and lost income. So she and other Marine spouses started the Injured 
Marine Semper Fi Fund to raise money for those struggling military families.”

Operation Iraqi Freedom 2003
The first wave of wounded Marines and Sailors landed at Camp Pendleton

Our Story Began 
in the spring of 2003

Marines of Charlie Company, 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marines, 1st MARDIV out of Camp Pendleton, 
Calif. during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Kevin R. Reed
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were recognized. The award, established by the Hope Family 
Foundation in 1997 in honor of Bob Hope, is for patriotism 
and service reflecting the essence of Bob Hope’s dedication 
to those in the Armed Forces.

2008 Semper Fi Fund Introduces Cover Me
First documentary showing Operation Iraqi Freedom/

Operation Enduring Freedom (OIF/OEF) military leadership 
talking about PTSD.

2010 Highest Rating Granted by  
Charity Watchdogs

Semper Fi Fund was rated an A+ by CharityWatch and 
4-Star by Charity Navigator, the highest rating awarded by 
each of these watchdogs. We have maintained these top 
grades ever since.

2010 Team Semper Fi Fund Members  
Compete in 1st Warrior Games

The Warrior Games is a multi-sport event for wounded, 
injured or ill service personnel and veterans.

2011 Semper Fi Fund Provides  
$50 Million in Assistance

Semper Fi Fund celebrates reaching $50 Million in 
assistance for post 9/11 wounded, ill, and injured service 
members and families.

2012 Tim and Sandy Day  
Canine Companions is Founded

The Tim & Sandy Day Canine Companions program is 
created to unite injured and critically ill service members 
with service dogs. Sponsored by the Timothy T. Day 
Foundation, it also ensures that dogs are properly trained 
and related expenses in caring for their service dog is 
provided.

2012 Bob & Renee Parsons  
First Donation Match Challenge

GoDaddy hosted a huge year-end Holiday party at 
Chase Field in Phoenix, AZ where Bob and Renee Parsons 
presented Semper Fi Fund with checks totaling $2 million. 
The first $1 million check came from generous donors, 
including GoDaddy customers, the second $1 million check 
represented the matching funds from GoDaddy and The 
Bob and Renee Parsons Foundation who began their United 
States Marine Corps 237th birthday tribute with matching 
gifts campaign in November.

2012 Help for All Branches is Provided
America’s Fund program started to open up Semper Fi 

Fund assistance to all service branches. Mr. Kyle Strandquist 
gives first large donation to seed America’s Fund efforts.

2012 Jinx McCain Horsemanship Program Begins
Dedicated in memory of Colonel Jinx McCain, USMC, a  

4-time Purple Heart recipient, this acclaimed riding program 
provides confidence-building horsemanship clinics to wounded 
service members and their families across the nation.

2012 Karen Guenther Appears on  
Oprah’s Favorite Things

Karen Guenther, for her work with the Semper Fi Fund, 
was selected to appear on Oprah Winfrey Network (OWN) 
as part of an unsuspecting group of military spouses who 
have done amazing things in their community.

2013 Veteran 2 Veteran Program  
(V2V) is Introduced

Working closely with case managers, the Veterans 
Integrated Services Network and VA Healthcare providers, 
V2V is created to train and empower veterans to help their 
peers make a smoother transition back to civilian life.
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2014 Unit Reunions Commence
What is a Unit Reunion? When a military unit faces 

combat, the members of that unit rely on each other to 
overcome the challenges of war, and, during the process, 
they form a bond unlike any other. However, once the unit 
returns home, service members move on to other duty 
assignments or transition out of the military, leaving very 
little time for the group to process the events they have 
experienced. A Semper Fi Fund Unit Reunion reunites the 
members of a military unit in a safe, stigma-free environment 
so they can reconnect, remember, and recover together.

2014 Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher  
Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian Award 

Semper Fi Fund Founder, Karen Guenther, was named 
the recipient of the 2013 Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher 
Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian Service Award. Given 
just once a year, the award is a multi-service recognition 
presented to an individual or organization demonstrating 
exceptional patriotism and humanitarian concern for 
members of the Armed Forces or their families.The Award 
was named in honor of Fisher House founders Zachary and 
Elizabeth Fisher. Zachary, the son of a Lithuanian immigrant, 
considered it an immense privilege to live in this country, and 
together with his wife Elizabeth, spent his life repaying the 
“debt” he felt he owed to our nation’s military, giving back to 
the men and women who serve.

2015 Semper Fi Fund Hits $100 Millon Milestone
Semper Fi Fund announced they had crossed the $100 

million mark in providing assistance to wounded, critically ill 
and injured service members and their families.

2015 Dr. Robert Koffman Joins Semper Fi Fund
Dr. Robert Koffman, whose operational mental health 

expertise is unparalleled in Navy medicine, joins the staff as 

Semper Fi Fund Medical Director. A retired Navy Captain 
and subject matter expert in deployment health, Dr. 
Koffman dedicates himself to helping the Semper Fi Fund’s 
holistic support of our warriors and their families.

2015 The Apprenticeship Program is Created
This program is initiated to assist service members  

in preparing for and finding meaningful trades, careers,  
or small business opportunities through short-term 
vocational education and apprenticeships with trade 
experts.

2017 Semper Fi Fund Provides  
$150 Million in Assistance

Semper Fi Fund celebrates another major milestone  
by announcing $150 Million in assistance to service 
members of all branches of the Armed Forces.

2017 Platinum Rating by GuideStar
Semper Fi Fund celebrates GuideStar’s Platinum rating, 

demonstrating our commitment to transparency.

2017 NeuroFitness Program Begins
An innovative part of Semper Fi Fund’s Wellness Program, 

NeuroFitness is added to provide neurofeedback training. 
This helps to restore cognitive function, improve memory, 
manage pain and assist with other stress-related issues.

2017 US Special Operations Command  
Patriot Award

General Thomas presented the Semper Fi Fund’s 
America’s Fund program with the U.S. Special Operations 
Command (SOCOM) Patriot Award for exceptional 
and enduring contributions to the welfare of Special 
Operations Command wounded warriors and their families.
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Semper Fi Fund’s Combat Wounded, Critically Ill 
and Catastrophically Injured Lifetime Solutions

Service Member and 
Family Support Program
Assisting the family unit  
from injury through recovery.

• Bedside Financial Support
• Housing Assistance
• Transportation Assistance
• Specialized & Adaptive 
 Equipment
• Caregiver Support & 
 Retreats
• Kids Camp
• Canine Program
• Horsemanship Program

• Education & Career  
 Assistance
• Veteran 2 Veteran Support 
  (V2V)
• Semper Fi Fund  
 Apprenticeship Programs
• Veteran & Unit Reunions
• Semper Fi Fund  
 Odyssey Retreat

Integrating service members  
back into their communities.

Transition  
Program

Integrative  
Wellness Program
Providing health therapies to 
improve body, mind and spirit.

• NeuroFitness
• Specialized Adaptive    
 Equipment
• Counseling
• Post-Traumatic  
 Growth Video Resources
• Doc’s Corner
• Sports Program

Our Heroes Deserve the Best Support Available.
Semper Fi Fund provides immediate financial assistance and lifetime support to post-9/11 combat 

wounded, critically ill and catastrophically injured members of all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces 
and their families. We deliver the resources they need during recovery and transition back to their 

communities, working to ensure no one is left behind.

semperfifund.org
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Bedside Financial Support
We provide needs-based financial assistance for expenses 

that are most pressing during a long hospitalization or 
rehabilitation. Typically families use this grant to help with 
additional travel and lodging expenses, childcare, and out 
of pocket expenses. By reducing the burden of financial 
worries for our service members and their families, we allow 
them to place their much needed attention towards the 
recovery process.

Housing Assistance
Modifications to make homes handicap-accessible are 

costly, but necessary. Accommodating the needs of a 
severely injured service member in his or her own home is 
essential to an improved quality of life.

Transportation Assistance
Modified transportation is a key milestone on the road 

to successful rehabilitation. Regaining the ability to drive 
provides independence and enhanced connection to family, 
friends and community.

Specialized & Adaptive Equipment
Grants cover many different types of equipment that 

can improve the quality of life for service members with 
disabilities. These include optic enhancement devices for the 
visually impaired, software programs for those who cannot 
type, specialized wheelchairs as needed and therapeutic 
mattresses for those with multiple injuries and burns.

Caregiver Support & Retreats
Caregivers take on a wide variety of roles critical to the 

recovery process: nurse, aide, cheerleader, psychologist, 
physical therapist, homemaker, cook, healthcare advocate 
and so many more. This program provides coping tools 
and techniques for these amazing people who play such 
a critical role in the recovery process. The variety of 
activities are designed to reduce the challenges and stress 
experienced by caregivers all day, every day.

Kids Camp
Designed to help our nation’s youngest heroes 

understand and cope with their feelings in a positive, safe 
environment as they experience ‘growth through adventure.’

Tim & Sandy Day Canine Companions Program
We unite injured service members with service dogs 

while ensuring the dogs are properly trained. The program 
also assists financially with the continuous care for the dog 
while the injured service member physically rehabilitates 
and transitions back to civilian life.

Jinx McCain Horsemanship Program
Learning and refining horsemanship skills encourages and 

supports recovery and reintegration through camaraderie, 
individual achievement and the strength of the animal-
human bond.

Service Member and Family  
Support Program

Assisting the family unit from injury through recovery

Transition Program
Integrating service members back into their communities

Education & Career Assistance
We help by providing for expenses not covered by other 

benefits. These include books, fees and the training needed 
to pursue educational opportunities and/or start a new 
career. Service members expanding their education and/or 
transitioning into the workplace face an imposing range of 
needs and expenses. By meeting some of those expenses 
and reducing stress experienced by service members, we 
create an environment where they are best able to thrive.

Veteran 2 Veteran Support (V2V)
Veterans know best how to help peers develop the 

knowledge and skills necessary for success beyond the 
military. This program is designed to support transitioning 
service members as they return to their communities. It 
trains and empowers Veteran Leads to help other veterans 
make a smoother transition back to civilian life.

Semper Fi Fund Apprenticeship Program
Establishing mentoring relationships with leading industry 

experts provides a powerful and productive way for service 
members to reintegrate into the community. This program 
assists service members with a 70% or greater disability 
rating find meaningful trades, careers and small business 
opportunities through short-term vocational education and 
apprenticeships.

Veterans & Unit Reunions
By reconnecting our warriors to their brothers and 

sisters in arms, we help speed healing through a renewal 
of the warrior spirit. The Semper Fi Fund Unit Reunion 
program provides a multi-day outdoor experience to service 
members of a unit that deployed together in support of 
OIF/OEF. We focus our support at the company level. 
At this level, we are able to gather small units that have 
experienced the crucible of combat together to reconnect, 
remember and recover together.Semper Fi Fund Unit 
Reunions make recovery and growth the unit’s next mission.
While our model is focused on small unit gatherings our 
Reunion staff stands ready to provide tailored support to 
meet specific needs or achieve a unique vision of the unit.

Semper Fi Fund Odyssey Retreat
Semper Fi Odyssey is a six-day, holistic transition 

assistance program for injured and critically ill service 
members. Participants learn how to transition into civilian 
life by learning about life planning skills, establishing goals, 
employment resources, and by learning to balance four 
important MEPS elements: Mental, Emotional, Physical  
and Spiritual. ...continued on page 10

Our Heroes Deserve the 
Best Support Possible. 

We Deliver.
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Integrative Wellness Program

Providing health therapies to improve  
body, mind and spirit.

NeuroFitness
Neurofeedback training helps restore cognitive function, 

improve memory, manage pain and assist with other  
stress-related issues.

Specialized Adaptive Equipment
Grants cover many different types of equipment that 

can improve the quality of life for service members with 
disabilities. These include optic enhancement devices for the 
visually impaired, software programs for those who cannot 
type, specialized wheelchairs as needed and therapeutic 
mattresses for those with multiple injuries and burns.

Counseling
Semper Fi Fund provides grants for costs associated with 

therapy and counseling not covered by military benefits.

Doc’s Corner
Important information from the Fund’s Medical Director, 

retired Navy Captain Dr. Robert Koffman.

Sports Program
This athletic program is composed of service members 

who have overcome significant challenges in their service  
to our country and embraced the fighting spirit on their  
road to recovery.

...Programs continued from page 9
Enjoy beautiful sunsets from  your balcony at...

LITTLE INN
BY THE BEACH

San Clemente’s

A local family-owned, boutique inn that offers 
comfort, quality amenities and close proximity 
to restaurants, shops, beach and highway — 
all at an affordable price.

• Recently Remodeled • Parking • Cable TV
• Patios • Air Conditioning • Free Wi-Fi
•  Refrigerators, Microwaves, Coffee Makers

Ocean views on 2nd & 3rd  floors.

949-492-1960
1819 S. El Camino Real, San Clemente, CA

www.SanClementeLittleInnByTheBeach.com

Contract# 5065 
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book

Contract# 5059 • Camp Pendleton
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book
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176 Million
of assistance given to date

FISCAL YEAR 2017
 Assistance for Service

Members and their Families

Family Support

Housing

Transportation

Transition, Career
& Education

Specializes Adaptive
Equipment

Recovery Through
Sport

PTSD/TBI

Total:
$22,006,000

25,200 grants

$931,000
500 grants

$6,890,000
11,400 grants

$5,559,000
2,600 grants

$1,452,000
1,200 grants

$2,888,000
4,200 grants

$2,711,000
2,100 grants

$1,575,000
3,200 grants

Growth in Assistance Over the 
Past Five Fiscal Years
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11% Annualized Growth in Assistance 

5,800
Service Member

& Families Touched
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CAL YEAR 2017 IM
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$22,006,000
Assistance Provided
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Team Semper Fi
Wounded service members, with both visible and invisible wounds, who refuse 

to let their challenges prevent them from competing in athletic events

Team Semper Fi
Made up of more than 1,700 service members who 

qualify for our assistance, these athletes are the heart and 
inspiration of the Peter Murphy Semper Fi Fund Sports 
Program, named after Peter Murphy, SFF Board member and 
Counsel to the Commandant from 1984-2004.

Inspiration and Drive
The idea for the Semper Fi Fund’s Sports Program was 

inspired by those wounded service members, with both 
visible and invisible wounds, who refused to let their 
challenges prevent them from competing in athletic events, 
and whose drive and determination was inspirational to us all.

Overcoming Challenges
The team is made up of servicemen and women who have 

overcome significant challenges in their service to our country 
and have embraced the fighting, athletic spirit on their road to 
recovery. Service members dealing with life changing injuries, 
traumatic brain injury, post traumatic stress or critical illness 
are encouraged to join Semper Fi Fund’s sports program. They 
are an inspiration to us all but, more importantly, they are 
an inspiration to their fellow service members who are also 
traveling down the road to recovery.

Join the Team
Joining Semper Fi Fund’s sports program gives you the 

opportunity to become an active member of an important 
team! We provide our athletes with coaches, specialized 
sporting equipment, entry fees, and travel expenses 
to athletic events. Team members are also given the 
opportunity to receive high-level training from former 
and current Olympic and Paralympic athletes through a 
partnership with the U.S. Paralympics!

“Recovery Through Sport”
At a Boston Red Sox game in September 2006, a 

wounded Marine became the motivating force for the 
creation of Team Semper Fi (TSF). The young Lance 
Corporal was visiting Boston with the Injured Marine 
Semper Fi Fund’s Founder, Karen Guenther, during a break 
from his hospital rehabilitation. The Marine had completed 
a combat tour in Iraq and was recovering from injuries that 
included double amputation of his lower extremities.

When he talked about training for a 150-mile bike ride 
he “glowed” with anticipation, joy and excitement. His 
enthusiasm to be able to compete in an athletic event again, 
was a truly inspirational moment and the concept of Team 
Semper Fi was born.

In late September, shortly after that Boston trip, the idea 
was presented to the wounded Marines at Brooke Army 
Medical Center (BAMC), San Antonio’s burn and amputee 
center. Without hesitation, many service members signed 
up to be on the team. The BAMC Marines and Sailors 
proudly named the group Team Semper Fi.

The Charleston, South Carolina community welcomed 
TSF with open arms in March 2007 for the Cooper River 
Bridge Run, the first of many events to come. The team 
completed ten events during their first year, including 
triathlons, marathons and an adventure race. Semper

Fi Fund supporters, staff and volunteers watched 
enthusiastically as TSF touched hearts across the United 
States!

Today, the team continues to grow and provide inspiration 
at events across the country. Going into the future, we 
believe that the team will reach new heights as it competes 
on the world stage and several of its members work towards 
Olympic goals.
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34th Annual Army Ten-Miler Race.
wwand Washington, DC was held on October 7, the 

Semper Fi Fund is proud to seeing three dozen Semper 
Fi Fund athletes take to the course. Fund participants will 
include 13 handcycling competitors.

“The Army Ten-Miler is the second-largest 10-mile race 
in the nation,” said Karen Guenther, President, CEO and 
Founder of the Semper Fi Fund. “For all of us at the Fund, it’s 
one of the most inspirational events on our annual calendar 
– participation in the event is capped at 35,000, and every 
single one of those 35,000 participants has a unique story 
about why they’ll be on the course that day.”

On October 7, Army Reservist Chelsea Ray participated 
in her first Army Ten-Miler for Team Semper Fi. She’s 
been preparing since early June 2018 with interval training 
consisting of 3-mile, 6-mile and 9-mile runs. Her participation 
carries with it a very deep and specific meaning.

“I’m a spouse and caregiver to a combat-injured veteran 
who was shot four times in Afghanistan; my husband 
completed the race last year on a handcycle,” said Chelsea. 
“Due to injuring his shoulders during the L.A. Marathon, I 
chose to run in his place. My husband is paralyzed and is 
unable to run. Witnessing how he endures through constant 
pain with a contagious ‘never quit’ attitude, I felt as if it is 
my duty to represent him in the Army 10-Miler.”

“I want to run for the injured who are unable to run and 
the caregivers who sacrificed so much to care for their 
injured veterans,” she added.

Chris Browning, a Semper Fi Fund athlete and Marine who 
will be running in his first Army Ten-Miler, said that “knowing 
the race is in D.C., with lots of people standing around the 
course, it motivates me to get out there and represent Team 
Semper Fi and join my fellow team members.”

“Team Semper Fi has allowed me to meet people with 
the same hobbies and I feel I have that sense of belonging,” 
Browning added. “Many members have left the military and 
need that connection or hobby to socialize and connect with 
like-minded people. Team Semper Fi has done this for me.”

Team Semper Fi  Event Scheduel:  
https://semperfifund.org/events/

“I want to run for the injured who are unable to run 
anymore and the caregivers who sacrificed so much to care 
for their injured warrior.”

- Army Reservist SFC Chelsea

“I think about my friends that have died fighting in these 
wars since 9-11 and I use the time to reflect on my own life.”

- SFC Ryan

What’s Your Why? 
Army Reservist SFC Chelsea: Runs for her husband who  

is paralyzed and unable to run. She has been preparing since 
early June for her first Army Ten Miler. “I’m a spouse and 
caregiver to a combat-injured warrior who was shot four 
times in Afghanistan.” said Chelsea. Though he completed 
the race in 2017 on a handcycle, a shoulder injury will 
prevent Chelsea’s husband from participating this year. 
Witnessing how he endures through constant pain with a 
contagious ‘never quit’ attitude, Chelsea feels it is her duty 
to represent her husband in the Army Ten Miler.

MSGT Chris: A Semper Fi Fund athlete and Marine will be 
running his first Army Ten Miler. He is inspired to represent 
Team Semper Fi and expects to find motivation from fellow 
team members and others on the course in D.C. “Team 
Semper Fi has allowed me to meet people with the same 
hobbies as I have and have that sense of belonging,” says 
Chris, “Many members have left the military and need  
that connection or hobby to socialize and connect with  
like-minded people. Semper Fi Fund’s Team Semper Fi  
has done this for me.”

SFC Ryan: Finds motivation and inspiration when he 
thinks of “…friends that have died fighting in these wars 
wCpt James: “It really motivates me, being around other 
great veterans who are also cycling. It’s also inspiring to 
pass all the monuments for those who have fallen in many 
wars and make it possible for us to make the ride together.” J

In addition to fielding 36 competitors, Semper Fi Fund 
will be represented at the event by staff members and 
volunteers dispensing information about the Fund at a 
hospitality tent near the area of the Pentagon grounds 
where the Ten-Miler begins and finishes.
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Jinx McCain Horsemanship Program
Learning and refining horsemanship skills encourages and supports recovery  

and reintegration through camaraderie, individual achievement and the strength 
of the animal-human bond.

Our Focus
The Jinx McCain Horsemanship Program (JMHP) is a 

confidence and skill-building horsemanship program for 
our combat wounded, critically ill and catastrophically 
injured service members. Since inception in 2011, more 
than 300 service members and veterans have saddled-
up and experienced the satisfaction of developing their 
horsemanship through practical application on working 
cattle ranches across the country.

Life On Real Ranches
Thanks to the generosity of ranchers throughout the 

Western U.S. who donate their resources and invite us to 
join in their cattle operations, JMHP participants contribute 
to duties on the ranch while learning new skills under the 
watchful guidance of top instructors, working cowboys, 
and expert horsemen and women. Whether the hills of 
California, the mountains of Montana or the open plains of 
New Mexico, each historic ranch is an experience of natural, 
rustic, beauty.

A Unique Program Experience
Each program is tailored in part around the needs and 

resources of the ranch and can range from 4 – 8 days. 
During non-riding hours, participants learn cowboy crafts, 

making useable items such as leather chinks, leather-
covered canteens, and silver scarf slides. A number of 
service members have taken these learned skills to the next 
level by joining the Semper Fi Fund Apprenticeship Program, 
and even starting businesses of their own. 

Central Elements Of Most Experiences Include:
Horse care, training and riding – including competitive 

riding

Technical aspects of horsemanship, includes:
Cattle sorting, driving and herding; ranch roping, mule 

packing and backcountry trail riding

For Every Hero
No matter the wound, illness or injury, or whether the 

service member is an “old hand” at riding or just starting 
out, each participant is outfitted with the right horse and 
equipment for a safe, enjoyable experience. Participation 
is open to all wounded, ill, and injured post 9/11 service 
members and veterans, as long as they are Semper Fi Fund 
members and meet the physical requirements for that 
particular clinic.

About Col. JINX McCain, USMC
The JMHP is dedicated in memory of Col Jinx McCain, 

USMC. Jinx was a 4-time Purple Heart recipient from 
combat in WWII, Korea, and Vietnam. While stationed at 
Camp Pendleton in the 1960’s, Jinx would host trail rides for 
wounded veterans from Vietnam to support their recovery.

Most nights end around the campfire before 
bunking down under the stars.



Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher  
Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian Award 

To Semper Fi Fund President, CEO & Founder 
Karen Guenther 

https://semperfifund.org/distinguished-humanitarian-award/

The Semper Fi Fund could not be prouder to announce  
that our President, CEO & Founder, Karen Guenther has  
been named the recipient of the 2013 Zachary and Elizabeth 
Fisher Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian Service Award. 
Given just once a year, the award is a multi-service 
recognition presented to an individual or organization 
demonstrating exceptional patriotism and humanitarian 
concern for members of the Armed Forces or their families.

The Award was named in honor of Fisher House founders 
Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher, Zachary, the son of a 
Lithuanian immigrant, considered it an immense privilege  
to live in this country, and together with his wife Elizabeth, 
spent his life repaying the “debt” he felt he owed to our 
nation’s military, giving back to the men and women who 
serve.

The first Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher Distinguished 
Civilian Humanitarian Award was presented to the Fishers 
at the Army-Navy football game in December 1996. Since 
then, each recipient’s name has been engraved on a large 
commemorative trophy that remains on display in the 
Pentagon and is removed only for the annual presentation 
ceremony.

Secretary of the Army John McHugh presented the  
award at a private ceremony in the Pentagon Hall of Heroes 
on November 17th, praising both Karen and the Semper Fi 
Fund for their work: “On behalf of a grateful nation, I am 
deeply proud to play a small part in recognizing Karen’s 
extraordinary service. Thanks to people like Karen and 
her faithful team, so-called ordinary people who choose 

FORMER WWII POW   
DIGS UP HIS OLD SIDEIRON 
UPON A RETURN TRIP TO 

SITE OF HIS CAPTURE

WE SUPPORT OUR MILITARY

Complete Gunsmithing Service and Engraving
BUY — SELL — TRADE

1619 Grand Avenue • San Marcos, CA 92078
760-727-0515

Story published by USA Today, Sat., Oct. 20, 1984
By WILLIAM RINGLE, TODAY–General News Service

TACLOBAN, Philippines — Forty-two years ago on May 6, 
Louis Duncan buried his .45  caliber  pistol on Corregidor.
 Duncan was a Marine sergeant and the  armorer for his unit, 
which was defending the U.S. fortress. He had gone out to 
get his morning meal, but heavy shellfire from the Japanese 
prevented his return until almost nightfall.
 Upon his return, Duncan found the foxhole where he 
 repaired weapons obliterated. He knew Corregidor was soon 
to fall, so he buried his pistol.
 Duncan was taken  prisoner by the Japanese, and 
one year before the Philippines were  recaptured by the 
 Americans, he was taken to  Japan and forced to work in 
the coal mines. He was freed when the war ended, after 34 
months as a prisoner of war.
 Last Tuesday, returning for the first time since that ordeal to 
take part in the commemoration Saturday of the  American 
landing here on Leyte 40 years ago, he and another 
former prisoner decided to stay overnight at a small inn on 
 Corregidor, near Malina. While there, Duncan walked to the 
spot where he had buried the  pistol — and found it. 
 “You can recognize it as a  pistol,” he said. “That’s all.”

Pistol on display at Duncan’s Gunworks
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Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher 
Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian 

Service Award

In 1996, the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and the Air Force 
approved the establishment of the Zachary and Elizabeth Award 
for Distinguished Civilian Humanitarian Service.

The award was named in honor of Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher, 
both of whom had contributed extensively to the support and welfare 
of members of the U. S. Armed Forces and their families. 

The inaugural Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher Distinguished Civilian 
Humanitarian Award was presented to the Fishers at the Army-Navy 
football game in December, 1996.

The Army, acting as executive agent, published a joint service 
regulation in 1998, establishing the award as a multi-service 
recognition to be given to an individual or organization demonstrating 
exceptional patriotism and humanitarian concern for members of the 
Armed Forces or their families. 

The recipient must exemplify Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher’s 
personal qualities of patriotism, generosity, and selfless dedication to 
improving the quality of life of members of the Armed Forces of the 
United States.

The Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher Distinguished Humanitarian 
Award consists of a large commemorative trophy with the annual 
recipient’s name engraved on brass plates. This trophy remains 
on display in the Pentagon and is removed only for the annual 
presentation ceremony. Medallions and lapel pins are presented to 
each annual recipient.

Previous recipients of the Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher 
Distinguished Humanitarian Service Award have been as follows:

• USO Guam | 2016
• Carlene Joseph | 2015
• Karen Guenther, Founder of Semper Fi Fund  | 2014
• Bonnie Carroll, Founder of TAPS | 2013
• LEEK Hunting and Mountain Preserve | 2012
• Chris Sehman | 2011
• John Gonsalves, Founder of Homes For Our Troops | 2010
• Dr. John Schupp | 2009
• Iraq Afghanistan Deployment Impact Fund (Nancy Berg lass) | 2008
• Julie DeMaria | 2007
• GySgt. Mario Monaco, Jr., USMC Reserves, Retired | 2006
• Harry and Sharon Rideout | 2005
• Blanche Glymph | 2004
• Mrs. Dorothy Hunt Finley | 2003
• Frank J. Uddo | 2002
• Military Affairs Committee, Great Falls (MT) Chamber of Commerce | 2001
• Harold U. Littrell | 2000
• Secretary of Defense William S. Cohen | Special
• Janet Langhart Cohen | Special
• David W. Hearn, Jr. | 1999
• Christina McCall | 1998
• Zachary and Elizabeth M. Fisher | 1996

to act, to serve, wherever and whenever they see a need, 
thousands of service men and women have been graced 
by what they need to ensure their future, the future they 
deserve, the future they have earned through their willing 
sacrifice on our behalf.”

David Coker, President of the Fisher House Foundation, 
expressed his gratitude to Karen and the Semper Fi Fund  
for carrying on the legacy of its founders: “Your 
contributions are distinguished, legion, and making a 
difference in the lives of those we consider to be our 
country’s greatest national treasures. Your service is 
inspirational, your example humbling. I know if Zach and 
Elizabeth were with us today, they would no doubt be 
honored in your company, just as I am.”

A deeply moved Karen took the stage to accept the 
honor, thanking all of those who have helped advance 
Semper Fi Fund’s mission:

“I did not do this alone. We have an amazing family, our 
military family, our non-profit family, including wonderful 
organizations like TAPS, and everyone at the Fisher House 
put their arms around us when they heard of our passion, 
our love and our vision and helped to take us from $500 to 
$100 million. And we’re just starting–there’s still so much 
work ahead. We’re so blessed to have this community that 
makes sure our military men and women stay connected, 
makes sure that they know that they’re loved, and that 
they’re not alone; we’re all there with them.” J

Zachary and Elizabeth Fisher Distinguished Humanitarian 
Award consists of a large commemorative trophy with the 
annual recipient’s name engraved on brass plates. This 
trophy remains on display in the Pentagon and is removed 
only for the annual presentation ceremony. Medallions and 
lapel pins are presented to each annual recipient.

...Humanitarian Award continued from page 15
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What was your initial experience  
with the Semper Fi Fund?

March 2012 in Kandahar, Afghanistan, while  
on patrol with my squad moving towards 
a village, I stepped on a pressure plate IED 
resulting in the loss of both my legs and severe 
internal injuries.

Shortly after arriving at Walter Reed Medical 
Center, my wife, Tori, and I had our first 
experience with Semper Fi Fund (SFF). Well...I 
don’t actually remember this, because I was 
undergoing so many surgeries during this time—but Tori 
said a case manager came to visit while I was still in the 
ICU. She introduced herself and explained what SFF does.

She then gave my wife a check for anything she might 
need and said that SFF would be there if we ever needed 
anything. This was our first experience, and it left an 
incredible impression. Tori came to Walter Reed with very 
little as far as clothing and supplies, and that check helped 
her get settled for what would be a very long recovery. 
Since then Semper Fi Fund has helped us with grants, 
family support, and aided in my “Recovery through Sport.”

For Tori: You were just a newlywed when Andrew  
was injured. What helped you through the initial days, 
weeks, months?

Andrew and I had been married less than three months 
when he was injured. Thankfully, we had a “blast-proof” 
foundation for our marriage. We were best friends for 5 
years before we began a “romantic” relationship. I was 
on spring break from law school when I was called about 
Andrew being injured. I received a phone call from a 
number I did not recognize. I was in disbelief. I questioned 
the caller to be sure he really had the “right” Smith. I was 
praying the commonality of the last name had led to a 

One Family’s 
Lifeline to Recovery
Army SGT Andrew & wife Tori  
recall their amazing journey from  
battlefield injury through recovery 
and becoming a family.
By Linda Coleman

mistake; however, it was my husband who was injured. I was 
advised to immediately return to “home address.” I quickly 
realized that they needed to know where to send the car if 
Andrew did not make it. I survived the initial days, weeks, 
and months by relying on my faith. I was in constant prayer 
for Andrew. Once I got to see Andrew the first time, I knew 
we could beat this. We were a team, and we were going 
to conquer it. However, we needed help, both tangible and 
intangible. 

Enters Semper Fi Fund and one of their case managers. 
A few short days after we arrived at the hospital, I have 

Photo courtesy Semper Fi Fund

...continued on page 19



Marine Corps Base Camp PendletonMilitary Appreciation Resource Book18

Contract# 5047 Best Western
Military Appreciation Resource Book
Camp Pendelton 2018

New Patient
      Special

RESTORATIVE TREATMENT OR 
UPPER/LOWER BLEACHING TRAYS 

Contract# 3541 San Clemente Dental Care
Camp Pendleton Military Appreciation Resource Book.

$100 OFF

Welcome package for the entire family! Dr. Mona Soliman,
Graduate of USC School of Dentistry

FAMILY FRIENDLY FOR ALL AGES
We are committed to improving and maintaining the dental health of your family!

Our Services Include: Root Canals, Implants, Oral Surgery, Periodontal Surgery, Cosmetic Dentistry, 
Lumineers, Tooth-Colored Fillings, All-Porcelain Crowns, Implant Dentures and Sedation.

We are contracted with United Concordia Military Dental Insurance.  

949-248-2525
675 Camino De Los Mares, Suite #501, San Clemente, CA 92673
24 hour emergency service available • Se Habla Español

WE ACCEPT ALL PPO INSURANCES AND OFFER OUR OWN IN OFFICE DENTAL PLAN
AFFORDABLE DENTISTRY AND PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE. ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS FOR SENIORS, MILITARY AND PUBLIC SERVICE.

myscdental.com

VISIT US 
ON YELP 
AND GOOGLE



Military Appreciation Resource BookMarine Corps Base Camp Pendleton 19

a vivid image of a woman walking in and giving me some 
clothes and a check. I was confused. Why was this stranger 
giving me these items? She didn’t know the blessing that 
she was in that moment. I had been on spring break in 
Florida when I learned of Andrew’s injury. Now, I was in 
a cold ICU wearing tank tops for days at a time. With the 
check she gave me, I had my friend who lived in the area go 
purchase me a pillow for the ICU, a jacket, and some tennis 
shoes. My flip-flops weren’t cutting it in the ICU.

Andrew, tell us about your journey  
to recovery?

Recovery was a long journey. After I was injured I spent 
two months in and out of surgeries. Finally, after 3 months 
we were able to move to outpatient. Even though losing 
my legs was extremely hard, the internal injuries caused 
by the shrapnel were more serious and complicated. Due 
to the internal injuries, I was unable to eat or drink most 
food for 7 months. I was being given nutrients through a 
picc line (peripherally inserted central catheter) in my arm 
that my wife had to learn how to administer to me. Finally, 
after what I believe is a true miracle from The Lord, my 
stomach healed, and I was finally able to eat. With real 
food came strength and I started learning how to walk 
with prosthetics. After many days and weeks of going to 
physical therapy, I finally became accustomed to using my 
legs. In late 2013, after 22 months, my wife and I were able 
to leave Walter Reed and go home.

Has becoming a father affected  
your recovery?

Becoming a father has been one of the biggest blessings 
in my life. Tori and I have always had a heart for adoption 
so in the summer of 2016 we submitted our paperwork.

Our son is now a little over 21 months old and every 
second has been awesome. He has been a huge blessing to 
both of us. I have always had motivation for staying healthy 
and active, but with a child, it is a necessity. He could out 
maneuver me from an early age. Now, he can run sprints 
around me. I want to be there for him — I want to coach his 
teams and support him in whatever he does. Each day, he is 
a large part of the reason I push through any pain that may 
arise. I want to be the best I can be (for him). I want him to 
be proud of his dad and the man that I am. Watching him 
grow and learn is fun, and I’m looking forward to teaching 
him all kinds of cool stuff. I just hope he likes golf! He is our 
greatest blessing.

Can you sum up what the Semper Fi Fund 
means to your family?

SFF means that we are never alone. I cannot fully 
explain the meaning of knowing that if -or when- rough 
times come, we will never be alone. SFF has been with me 
through each step of my recovery. I remember seeing the 
staff of SFF when I was in the ICU, when I needed help 
celebrating my wife’s birthday because I couldn’t leave my 
bed, when I took my first steps in physical therapy, and 

when I pulled out of Walter Reed in a truck they helped me 
purchase to head home. Naturally, I thought that was the 
end of the road with SFF; however, I was wrong.

SFF stays intimately involved and is a constant lifeline. In 
particular, our case manager has been such a blessing to 
us both. Most organizations provide for wounded service 
members only what their needs are in the moment. Semper 
Fi Fund looks deeper and holistically. They realize the 
importance of the family unit and provide for the emotional 
well-being of the caregiver as well. I will always be 
profoundly grateful for what SFF has done for my husband 
and my family. The donors of SFF are making such an 
impact everyday and in so many ways —big and small— in 
our family.

For Tori: Have you been able to participate in any of 
Semper Fi Fund programs/events for caregivers/family 
members?

Yes, I have been able to take part in a couple different 
retreats for caregivers. We were at Walter Reed for almost 
two years. We gained friendships built through shared 
tragedy and triumph. Those types of friendships are 
unbreakable and rare. 

Because of SFF, I am able to see my Walter Reed sisters 
at least once a year—and without our husbands! For one 
weekend, we try to focus on 
ourselves and laugh through 
some of the struggles we 
face throughout the year. For 
example—tripping over your 
spouse’s spare leg. J

P
hoto courtesy S

em
per Fi Fund

...Lifeline to Recovery continued from page 17
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The 2018 Department of Defense Warrior Games  
featured 11 sporting events with about 300 athletes representing 
teams from the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, 
U.S. Special Operations Command, as well as the United Kingdom 

Armed Forces, Australian Defense Force and Canadian Armed Forces.
Adaptive sports help wounded warriors build strength and  

endurance while drawing inspiration from teammates. The goal  
of the Warrior Games is to demonstrate the incredible potential  

of wounded warriors through competitive sports.

U.S. Navy E-5/P02 Alan Thomas, U.S. Air Force E-7/MSgt Kenneth Guinn and U.S. Army E-5/SGT John Weasner pose for a photo op during the Medal Ceremony   after the powerlifting competition. 
Athletes use a specially designed bench that allows for equal and fair competition between athletes who may or may not have lower limbs. (DoD photo by John Leyba)
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Track and field event during the 2018 DoD Warrior Games at the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs on June 2, 2018.(DoD Photo by Roger L. Wollenberg)

Wilson said the athletes are an “inspiration for not only the 
Department of Defense, but for this whole nation and all of 
our partner nations.”

Wilson also thanked the coaches, caregivers, supporters 
and families.

Stewart’s Congratulations
Jon Stewart, who’s hosted the DoD Warrior Games for  

the past three years, also congratulated the athletes and  
their families.

“It’s an honor,” Stewart said. “I walk out of here twice the 
man I was walking in here, and you all make that possible. I’m 
so thankful for the opportunity. From my family to you, from 
the bottom of my heart, thank you for everything you do.

“You’re the best of us. Thank you,” he added.
The athletes recognized Stewart’s work at the games for 

the past few years by giving him heartfelt thanks and a DoD 
Warrior Games flag signed by the athletes and their families.

...continued on page 24

Athletes receive their medals after competing in the cycling competition. (DoD photo by John Leyba)

Leaders, Celebrities Salute  
‘Inspirational’ 2018 DoD Warrior Games
By Shannon Collins, DoD News, Defense Media
www.defense.gov/News/Article/Article/1546444/leaders-celebrities-salute-inspirational-2018-dod-warrior-games/

The 2018 Department of Defense Warrior Games, 
described by a senior Air Force leader as ‘absolutely’ 
successful and inspirational, drew to a close at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy on, June 9.

After a week of competition, more than 608 medals were 
presented at over 11 events to athletes from the Marine 
Corps, Navy, Coast Guard, Air Force, Army, U.S. Special 
Operations Command, as well as the United Kingdom, 
Australian and Canadian armed forces.

For the first time in DoD Warrior Games history, the games 
hosted the Canadian armed forces, held three new sports 
-- indoor rowing, powerlifting and the cycling time trial and 
held a two-day sports expo, where 450 family members 
experienced wheelchair rugby and tennis, family archery 
and shooting and sled hockey, said Air Force Lt. Gen. Gina 
Grosso, 2018 DoD Warrior Games director.

Grosso recognized the athletes, families, Air Force 
Academy team, the mayor of Colorado Springs and the 
hundreds of volunteers who supported the games.

Inspirational Warrior Games
Air Force Vice Chief of Staff Gen. Stephen W. Wilson said 

the success of the games could be measured “by the smiles 
given and shared by the lives saved, by the steps forward the 
athletes are making and by the inspiration that you’ve given 
to everyone here.”

“If that’s how we define success, I’d say these games  
were absolutely, unbelievably successful,” Wilson said.

This year’s Warrior Games also showcase unity among  
the participating partners and allies, Wilson said. “For all of 
our coalition partners, just like we fight together, we compete 
together,” he said. “You make us all better and stronger. 
There’s never been a more important time in our nation to 
have partners and allies and friends like you. Thank you,  
very much.”
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Honoring the Fallen
During closing ceremonies, the Air Force band, “Blue Steel” 

played an acoustic version of “Amazing Grace” as photos 
were displayed to honor previous DoD Warrior Games 
athletes who’ve passed away in the past year -- Air Force 
Capt. Chris Cochrane, 2016 torchbearer, Air Force Capt. 
Austin Williamson, 2017 torchbearer and Ultimate Champion 
silver medalist, and U.S. Special Forces Command’s Army 
Staff Sgt. Luke Yetter, who earned the Heart of the Team 
award in 2017.

“One of the more difficult parts about these games is that 
while you all come together as a family, and you leave here 
as one, among the highs of the games of the competition, we 
do sometimes lose a brother or sister along the way,” Stewart 
said. “Let’s take a moment to honor them.”

Ultimate Champions
To earn the Ultimate Champion title, athletes compete in 

their respective functional classifications in eight sporting 
events. Each service branch was allotted two slots. Ultimate 
Champion athletes earned points based on their individual 
results in the events. The Ultimate Champion is the athlete 
who earned the most points in the eight sporting events. 
Army Staff Sgt. Ross Alewine earned the gold medal, Air 
Force Senior Airman Rafael Morfinencisco earned the silver 
medal and Army Staff Sgt. Altermese Kendrick took home 
the bronze medal.

100 meter race (DoD Photo by Gabriel Christus)

...2018 DoD Warrior Games continued from page 23Warrior Games History
The Department of Defense (DoD), and the U.S. 

Olympic Committee (USOC) in a joint effort started the 
Warrior Games competion in 2010. The Warrior Games 
showcase the resilient spirit of today’s wounded, ill 
or injured service members through Paralympic-style 
sports. The first Warrior Games was held in Colorado 
Spings, Co. and was named the Best New Sports Event 
by SportsTravel magazine.

“Recognition of the Warrior Games is recognition for 
our nation’s finest who serve in the Armed Forces,” said 
USOC Chief Executive Officer Scott Blackmun. “The 
USOC, DoD and United Service Organizations (USO) 
are honored to provide opportunities through physical 
activity and sport that assist in the rehabilitation process 
and get these heroic men and women back to living full 
and productive lives.”

One-hundred eighty-nine wounded, injured and ill 
servicemen and women competed in the 2010 Warrior 
Games from all five service branches. The goal of 
the competition was to inspire recovery, capitalize 
on physical fitness, and promote new opportunities 
for growth and achievement. The Warrior Games 
demonstrate the continued role physical fitness can 
play in service members’ lives regardless of injury.
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“It’s amazing to take home the gold in Ultimate 
Champion; I couldn’t have done it without the support of 
Team Army and the support of the cadre,” said Alewine, 
who earned gold in wheelchair basketball, rowing and  
track and field, two silver medals in swimming and a 
bronze in cycling.

“I’ve been training every day, six days a week. I’ve lost 
41 pounds in two-and-a-half months,” Alewine added. “I 
wanted to show other guys who are injured like me that if  
I can do it, any of you guys can do it. I also wanted to make 
my daughters, Carson and Kenney, proud. Go Army!”

Kendrick said he was honored just to be among the 
competition for the Ultimate Champion title. “I’ve given it 
my all, I always can find something to improve on,” he said. 
“If I’m able to come back again, I’m going to snag it.”

Kendrick earned gold medals in the 100-meter hand 
cycling in the time trial event and in the indoor rowing 
1-minute sprint race and a silver medal in the powerlifting 
70-kilogram in her disability category.

Kendrick, a chaplain assistant with the Chaplain Family 
Life Training Center, Fort Hood, Texas, said her coaches 
motivated her so much last year, she learned how to  
swim so she could compete in swimming at this year’s 
Warrior Games.

“The team is great this year, the coaches are 
magnificent. To just be with them every year and to 
just show what they have helped us to accomplish, it’s 
amazing,” Kendrick said. “I didn’t know how to swim. I had 
to go home and get into the water. I met with Coach Abita 
in the pool here. He’s an awesome coach and did more 
swimming than I’ve ever done in my life. It was a huge 
accomplishment for me.”

Kendrick said her family and leadership cheered her on 
every step of the way. “My chaplain, [Army Lt. Col.] Steve 
Moser, and his wife, they’re my greatest fans,” she said. 
“I really love them, and thank them for their prayers and 
their support. I also thank my family, my sister, Sharon, and 
those who came to visit, like my brother, Carolos, and my 

Army Sgt. Chris McGinnis and his 17-month-old son Ace celebrate Army’s gold medal in wheelchair basketball. 
(DoD Photo by Roger L. Wollenberg)

...continued on page 26
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nephew, Army Capt. Dion Theres at Fort Carson. I really 
do thank them for their support, as well as the support 
of Team Army, the Airmen, Marines, U.K., all of us, thank 
everyone for all of their support. We appreciate everyone’s 
support. Go Team Army!”

Heart of the Team
The athletes said they felt a sense of accomplishment by 

winning their medals, yet most of them said their biggest 
takeaway from the week was the sense of camaraderie and 
friendship. The Heart of the Team award is awarded to one 
member on each team who best exemplified character, 
integrity and sportsmanship. The teams chose who received 
the awards.

The recipients are: Army Spc. Brent Garlic, Marine Corps 
Staff Sgt. Jason Pacheco, Navy medically retired Petty Officer 
3rd Class Anthony Dieli, U.S. Special Operations Command 
Army Master Sgt. George Vera, Royal Air Force veteran  
Cpl. Michael Bates, Australian Leading Seaman Vanessa 
Broughill and Canadian Master Cpl. Charlene Kendell.

“I was very surprised to get this. I thought James Howard 
should’ve gotten it,” said a surprised Vera. It sums up what 
Socom is all about: putting ourselves last every time, no 
matter what. We’re all about team and family.”

“I’m very proud of my dad and all of the hard work he’s 
done,” Vera’s daughter, Isabella, 11, said. “Even if you’re in a 
wheelchair like my dad, you can do more than you think.”

Passing the Torch
Team Air Force’s Master Sgt. Shay Hampton passed 

the torch to Wilson, who passed the torch to Socom’s 
commander, Army Gen. Raymond A. Thomas III, who passed 
the torch to Socom’s Army Sgt. 1st Class Brant Ireland, 
officially closing the 2018 DoD Warrior Games.

...2018 DoD Warrior Games continued from page 11
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2019 Warrior Games Information
The U.S. Special Operations Command (SOCOM) 

will host the 2019 Department of Defense (D0D) 
Warrior Games June 22-30 in Tampa, Fla.

Approximately 300 wounded, ill and injured service 
members and veterans will participate in the competition.

The athletes will represent the United States Army, 
Marine Corps, Navy, Air Force and Special Operations 
Command. Athletes from the U.K. Armed Forces, 
Australian Defence Force and Canadian Armed Forces 
will also compete. 

The 2019 DoD Warrior Games will feature 11 adaptive 
sports: archery, cycling, shooting, sitting volleyball, 
swimming, track and field, wheelchair basketball and 
three new sports debuting this year: indoor rowing, 
powerlifting, and time trial cycling. (The shooting event 
is conducted using Olympic competition pellet guns).
Who is eligible to participate:

Before a wounded, ill or injured service member 
may compete to participate in the Games, he or 
she must first be enrolled in his/her respective 
service’s wounded warrior program, which provides 
non-medical care to post-9/11 service members who 
are seriously wounded, ill or injured. The links below 
provide details for how to contact the respective 
wounded warrior program:

• U.S. Army Warrior Care and Transition
 www.wct.army.mil/index.html
• U.S. Air Force Wounded Warrior
 www.woundedwarrior.af.mil/
• U.S. Marine Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment
 www.woundedwarrior.marines.mil/
• U.S. Special Operations Command Care Coalition
 www.socom.mil/care-coalition
• U.S. Navy Wounded Warrior
 www.navywoundedwarrior.com/
• U.S. Coast Guard (under U.S.Navy)
 www.navywoundedwarrior.com/
Once enrolled, service members may then participate 

in structured camps, clinics, trials and daily adaptive 
sports activities that are executed nationwide with 
support from the Department of Defense’s military 
adaptive sports program. Athletes are able to compete 
based on their professionalism, dedication and 
determination and that of their military medical teams’ 
and families’ supporting their recovery efforts.
Warrior Games are important to the 
DoD and the Armed Services 

Fitness and teamwork are a way of life in the military. 
Serious illness or injury can profoundly impact that way 
of life, often confining a service member to a hospital 
bed and significantly altering their physical capabilities.

Adaptive sports help wounded warriors build strength 
and endurance, while also drawing inspiration from 
their teammates. The goal of the Warrior Games is 
to demonstrate the incredible potential of wounded 
warriors through competitive sports.

Team Gold Silver Bronze Total
Air Force ..................70 ........... 56 ............39.........165
Navy .........................41............ 32 ............28 .........101
Army ........................39 ........... 33 ............26 ..........98
Marine Corps ...........44 ........... 30 ............14 ..........88
SOCOM ....................29 ........... 19 ............17 ..........65
United Kingdom ......22 ........... 16 ............14 ..........52
Australia ..................13............. 9 ..............9...........31
Canada ......................5 ............. 5 ..............2...........12

2018 Medal Results
Marine Corps Master Gunnery Sgt. Carnell Martin competes in powerlifting. (DoD Photo by Roger L. Wollenberg)

“Thank you General Wilson, General Grosso, the DoD 
Warrior Games staff and the United States Air Force 
Academy for hosting a tremendous Warrior Games 2018,” 
Thomas said. “Thanks as well to Jon Stewart. Congratulations 
to all the athletes who competed and a special thank you 
to the families of our warriors. You are the rock and an 
inspiration to us all.”

Next year, Thomas said, the U.S. Special Operations 
Command will host the Warrior Games in Tampa, Florida.

“I hope to see you all there,” he said. J

Teammates applaud Army Spc. Brent Garlic after he receives the Army Heart of the Team award.  
DoD photo by Mark Reis
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Supporting the Warrior Games Families  
at the 2018 DoD Warrior Games 

Semper Fi Fund (SFF) was honored to be a sponsor 
of the 2018 Warrior Games Family Program. Lodging, 
transportation, meals, special events and spirit gear are 
provided through the program. SFF has proudly been a 
part of the Warrior Games since its debut when it was 
hosted by the US Olympic Committee in 2010. 

Our staff and supporters alike treasure the memories of 
these inspirational games over the years. Once again, we 
are thrilled to play a role by offering the families of these 
incredible athletes the opportunity to cheer on loved ones 
and celebrate their accomplishments.

The Air Force will host this year’s games at the U.S. Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colorado. Around 
265 athletes from the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air 
Force, Coast Guard and US Special Operations Command 
(SOCOM) will compete. They will be joined by athletes 
from the U.K. Armed Forces, Australian Defence Force and 
Canadian Armed Forces. The athletes will go head-to-head 
in eleven sports including archery, cycling, shooting, sitting 
volleyball, swimming, track and field, and wheelchair 
basketball. For the first time in Warrior Games history, 
indoor rowing, powerlifting and time trial cycling will also 
be featured.

Supporting the  
Warrior Games Families
Warrior Games Family Program
https://semperfifund.org/warrior-games-2018/

The Family Program’s aim is honor you and your family 
and make your trip as easy as possible.

With thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, Semper Fi Fund 
was able to sponsor 35 Warrior Games athletes to the 2018 
Department of Defense Warrior Games in Colorado Springs, CO.
Program Services include complimentary:
•  Round-trip airfare to/from Denver International Airport for two
•  One hotel room to share at during the 2018 Warrior Games
•  Bus transportation to/from sporting venues at the  
 2018 Warrior Games
•  Official Warrior Games credentials and access to  
 all sport competitions
•  Access to Opening and Closing Ceremonies
•  Breakfast, lunch, and dinner provided every day
•  Hospitality Suite access
•  Welcome Reception for families and athletes
•  Team Spirit Gear, and more!

The Warrior Games continue to provide an opportunity 
for wounded, ill and injured service members to compete in 
adaptive sports. The Semper Fi Fund is proud to once again 
support the athletes and their families for this year’s games. 
We wholeheartedly agree with the mission of the Warrior 
Games Family Program, “Your Dedication is our Inspiration.”

35 Warrior Games athletes are part  
of our Semper Fi Fund Family.

2018 Warrior Games Family Program & Sponsors
2018 WARRIOR GAMES FAMILY 

PROGRAM SPONSORS
Fisher house Foundation

semper Fi Fund

hero miles

aBC Companies

aFFn • the armed ForCes FinanCial network 
aquaFina

Budweiser

Green Bean CoFFee 
hope For the warriors

operation healinG ForCes

patriot hairCare

repuBliC iCe Cream

thirty-one GiFts

under armour

united airlines

DoD photo
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Military Adaptive Sports Program
Are you an active duty wounded, ill, or injured Service member  
looking for an adaptive reconditioning opportunity?
http://warriorcare.dodlive.mil/carecoordination/masp/

Military Adaptive Sports Program (MASP)
The Office of Warrior Care Policy oversees the 

Military Adaptive Sports Program (MASP), which 
provides reconditioning activities and compet-
itive athletic opportunities to all wounded, ill 
and injured Service members to improve their 
physical and mental quality of life throughout 
the continuum of recovery and transition.

2018 USMC Warrior Games Trials. Around 250 athletes from a half dozen international teams vied with USMC Wounded Warrior Battalions East and West in the adaptive sports competition. (DoD Photo by T. L. Cornwell)

This program is designed to enhance recovery 
by engaging wounded, ill, and injured Service 
members early in individualized physical and  
cognitive activities outside of traditional therapy 
settings. The program hopes to inspire recovery 
and physical fitness and encourage new opportu-
nities for growth and achievement. The benefits 
of physical activity for injured Service members 
include reduced stress, increased quality of life, 
lower blood pressure, weight management, and 
enhancement of the rehabilitative process.

Through this program, Service members also 
have access to the Healing Arts, which support 
both physical and psychological recovery and 
rehabilitation from visible and invisible wounds 
of war including traumatic brain injury (TBI), 
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), and others. 

Adaptive Sports Site Coordinators
WCP executes MASP at three major Medical 

Treatment Facilities. Site Coordinators facilitate 
daily activities, access to community-based 
events and resources, sports camps, and clinicsArmy Warrior Games Trials at Fort Bliss, Texas. (DoD photo by Roger L. Wollenberg)
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MASP offers a variety of single-sport clinics, 
multiple-sport camps, and mentorship opportu-
nities to help wounded, ill and injured Service 
members learn new skills and promote lifelong 
fitness and well-being.

Regional Coordinators
Regional Coordinators are available at military  

treatment facilities and installations across the 
country. They work within the military services’ 
wounded, ill, and injured programs including:
•  U.S. Army Warrior Care and Transition Program 
 (WCT) http://wct.army.mil
•  U.S. Navy Wounded Warrior – Safe Harbor 
 (NWW) www.navywoundedwarrior.com
•  U.S. Air Force Wounded Warrior Program 
 (AFW2) www.woundedwarrior.af.mil
•  U.S. Marine Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment 
 (USMC WWR) www.woundedwarrior.marines.mil
• U.S. Special Operations Command (USSOCOM)  
 Warrior Care Program (Care Coalition)
 www.socom.mil
Adaptive Activities Include:

The activities listed are examples and not an 
exhaustive list of MASP-approved events.
Cross Country and Track • Cycling • Golf • Hiking
Wheelchair Basketball • Baseball and Softball
Field Sports such as Discuss, Shotput and Javelin
Paddling Sports such as Kayaking and Canoeing
Rock Climbing • Rodeo • Sitting Volleyball
Sled Hockey • Snow Skiing • Surfing

Team U.S. member Marine Corps veteran Sgt. Michael Nicholson during 2017 Invictus Games 
golf competition. DoD photo by Roger L. Wollenberg

Swimming and Scuba Diving • Triathlon
Air Rifle, Air Pistol, Skeet and Trap Shooting
Equine • Archery • Hunting and Fishing • Yoga

For more information on the Military Adaptive 
Sports http://warriorcare.dodlive.mil/ 
carecoordination/masp

#1 Invisalign Elite Premier Office
Lowest Price Guarantee! Military Disount!
You can be deployed with Invisalign!
(Majority of cases done in 8-10 months)

760-621-0247
110 Civic Center Drive, Suite 102, Vista, California 92084
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Canine Companions for  
Independence Veterans Initiative
Lance Weir, Most Inspirational Athlete in 2017
Most Inspirational Athlete in 2017 

Lance Weir is a C5 quadriplegic who truly does not let his 
disability slow him down.

Weir grew up in Walnut Ridge, Arkansas, and was a walk-on 
football player at Arkansas State University. He joined the 
Marines as a reservist when the Gulf War began in 1990. He 
had planned on a career in the military after college, but those 
plans changed when he was injured in a diving accident near 
his home in 1993.

Trapped in a hospital bed with legs that no longer moved, 
despair had crept in. One day, a fly landed on the nose of 
a patient nearby. He was a young boy who was unable to 
make even the slightest movement to scare the fly away. In 
that moment, Weir decided he had no right to feel sorry for 
himself. More than 20 years later, the boy is still his motiva-
tion to move forward, to dream and to accomplish seemingly 
impossible things. 

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. (May 5, 2012 ) - Cpl. Justin Jones, two-time Warrior Games athlete veteran Joey Smith, and two-time Warrior Games athlete Lance Cpl. Lance Weir hoist the Chairman’s Cup. The All-Marine earned 
89 medals during the 2012 Warrior Games and won the Chairman’s Cup for the third consecutive year. Photo by Patrick Onofre

In 2004, Weir was partnered with a Canine Companions  
for Independence service dog named Satine. Canine 
Companions assistance dogs are expertly-trained in over  
40 commands when they are matched with their human  
partners following a two-week intensive training at a  
regional center. The nonprofit organization provides dogs free 
of charge to children, adults and veterans with disabilities.

After receiving Satine, Weir gained the confidence to  
return to school, earning two degrees before moving to 
California to work for Canine Companions. While he was  
with the organization, Weir helped create the Canine 
Companions for Independence Veterans Initiative. He was 
also honored as the Jack Warnock National Volunteer of the 
Year in 2012.

Service Dog Named Satine



Military Appreciation Resource BookMarine Corps Base Camp Pendleton 33

Satine helped renew Weir’s passion for sports. He competed 
on the All-Marine Warrior Games Air Rifle & Pistol team in 
2011 and 2012 and won two gold medals.

 Outside of shooting, Weir cycled down the California 
coast a total of seven times with the help of the Challenged 
Athletes Foundation. He was recognized as Challenged 
Athletes Foundation’s Most Inspirational Athlete in 2017. Weir 
also became the first C5 
quadriplegic to enter an 
Ironman event. 

On a typical day, Weir  
is out pursuing his dreams 
or inspiring others with 
disabilities to pursue 
theirs. He is now paired 
with his second service  
dog from Canine 
Companions, August, who 
usually goes by Auggie. 

“I want to thank Canine Companions for Independence for 
what they have given me. They are the Marine Corps version 
of service dog organizations. Hands down a step above the 
rest,” Weir said. “Working with my first dog Satine and my 
current dog Auggie has been life changing and an honor. Not 
only have they helped with my level of independence, they are 
also responsible for my reconnection to the Marine Corps.” J

To learn more about Canine Companions for Independence, 
visit http://www.cci.org

U.S. Marines (from left) Cpl. Angel Gomez and Lance Cpl. Lance Weir receive the silver and gold medals at 
the  Shooting Finals at the 2011 Warrior Games at the Olympic Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
May 19, 2011. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Kayla M. Hermann)

Veterans Initiative
Canine Companions Launches PTSD Pilot Program 

with the increase in military veterans returning with  
post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD), Canine 
Companions is launching a pilot program to directly 
place service dogs with veterans with PTSD. The pilot 
program will take place at our Northwest Training Center 
in Santa Rosa, CA. For the purposes of this initial pilot 
program, local participants will be selected. Dogs will 
be trained in tasks including nightmare interruption, 
turning on lights, retrieving items, and supporting their 
handler in crowded public situations that might provoke 
anxiety for individuals with PTSD. In the future, we 
hope to expand this new placement type to include first 
responders with PTSD.

The criteria for participation in this small pilot program 
include living within 90-miles of Santa Rosa and veteran 
status. At this time, Canine Companions does not train 
dogs to work with individuals who desire support for 
PTSD outside of the context of the pilot program.

Canine Companions was the first assistance dog 
organization to be accredited by Assistance Dogs 
International, and has provided assistance dogs to over 
5000 people with disabilities.
www.cci.org/assistance-dogs/Our-Dogs/veterans-initiative.html

The Military Health System

Contract# 5058
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book
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Severely wounded during the 1968 Tet Offensive
I am a disabled Vietnam veteran and I attribute much of 

my success throughout the past twenty-five years to three 
unique service dogs that were trained to assist me by Canine 
Companions for Independence. I joined the United States 
Marine Corps in July 1966. I served with the Third Battalion, 
Twenty-seventh Marines who were deployed to Vietnam in 
February 1968 to support the First Marine Division during 
the infamous 1968 Tet Offensive. On May 27th, 1968 I was 
severely wounded by fragments from an 81mm mortar while 
standing radio watch on Operation Allen Brook.

My wounds were extensive. I was hospitalized for physical 
rehabilitation at the Bronx VA Medical Center (VAMC). I 
struggled for nine long years to overcome the physical  
limitation of my paralysis and cope with my PTSD before I 
could live a relative independent lifestyle outside of the VA 
healthcare system.  After I was released from the VA hospital, 
 I sought the services of the Queens Vietnam Veterans 
Outreach Program to focus my lifestyle and become a  
productive member of society. It was here I was introduced 
to St. John’s University. Once again, it would take me another 
nine long years to achieve a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Computer Science. Eventually I was hired by the Social 
Security Administration (SSA) and I retired from government 
service after a rewarding 18-years working as a Benefit 
Authorizer (BA).

My life’s odyssey began when I met an energetic Service 
dog named Agatha. The service dog is taught a host of tasks 
that enable an individual who has a disability to perform 
their activities of daily living with a modicum of indepen-
dence. As a consequence of the spinal cord injury, I lost 
most of the active function in my right hand and I relied 
upon Agatha to retrieve a pen, a sheet of paper of adaptive 
equipment that I may have dropped and give it to me so that 

Cpl. Matthew Raible, USMC (Ret.) and Canine Companions Jason

My life’s Odyssey  
Began When I Met  
An energetic Service 
Dog Named Agatha
Story By Cpl. Matthew Raible, USMC (Ret.)

I could complete an assignment and eventually graduate from 
St. John’s University with a Magna Cum Laude degree.

These simple tasks actually saved my life. Upon returning 
from work, I parked my handicapped accessible van in the 
apartment complex parking lot on a frigid January night. 
Unbeknownst to me, I did not apply the brakes on my wheel-
chair and I fell between the driver’s seat when I transitioned 
from the van’s seat to my wheelchair. Besides this, I left the 
vehicle’s remote control in the ignition switch along with 
the van keys. Without the remote control I could not open 
the passenger door and call for help. Agatha and I would 
be hypothermia victims that night if not for her help. Please 
bear in mind the dog is trained to pick up items lying on the 
floor. With some gentle persuasion she figured out how to 
get and give me the keys all by herself and gave the remote 
control to me. I opened the van’s door and called for help. 
In 2002, Agatha received a citation called the “Award for 
Canine Excellence” from the American Kennel Club for her 
lifesaving action on the cold and dark January night.

Jason is my third successor dog; he is a yellow labrador/
Golden Retriever mix.

Jason has an innate instinct of compassion that lets him 
know that I am not feeling well. He sits at my side during 
those moments, placing his head on my lap and looks at me 
with eyes brimming with unconditional love. He greets me 
every morning with a plethora of kisses and lies by my bed-
side at night. I feel secure with Jason by my side.

The benefits of having a Canine Companions assistance 
dog are too numerous to mention here. I am truly blessed to 
have had these special dogs in my life. J    

Cpl. Matthew Raible, USMC (Ret.)
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Canine Companions for Independence ® 
Founded in 1975, Canine Companions for Independence® 

is a non-profit organization that enhances the lives of people 
with disabilities by providing highly trained assistance dogs 
and ongoing support to ensure quality partnerships.

The assistance dogs we breed, raise and train aren’t just 
the ears, hands and legs of their human partners. They’re 
also goodwill ambassadors and often, their best friends. They 
open up new opportunities and new possibilities, and spread 
incredible joy. We unite people with dogs in a powerful pro-
gram that leads to greater independence and confidence.

Canine Companions for Independence ®     •     www.cci.org

Canine Companions for Independence® enhances the lives of  
people with disabilities the lives of people with disabilities by providing  

highly trained assistance dogs.

Canine Companions for Independence
train four types of assistance dogs
Service dogs

Service dogs assist adults with physical disabilities  
by performing daily tasks. 

“Mork helps me help myself. He can retrieve my  
phone and other dropped items, pull my wheelchair and 
open doors for me.” 

—Wallis and Service Dog Mork
...continued on page 36
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Hearing dogs
Hearing dogs alert their partners, who are deaf and hard of 

hearing, to important sounds. 
“Thanks to Hazel, I don’t have to rely on someone to wake  

me up. I am less dependent on my family now.” 

—Karen and Hearing Dog Hazel

Facility dogs
Facility dogs work with clients with special needs in a visi-

tation, education, criminal justice or health care setting. 
“Sherlock allows many children to surprise themselves into 

doing things they might never have had the courage to try!” 

—Kristen and Facility Dog Sherlock

Skilled companions
Skilled companions enhance independence for children and 

adults with physical, cognitive and developmental disabilities. 
“He has really changed my life and I like showing people 

how he helps me.” 

—Carter and Skilled Companion Hollen

From pup to assistance dog
Canine Companions breeds Labrador Retrievers, Golden 

Retrievers, and a cross of the two to be assistance dogs. 
Volunteers care for our breeder dogs and nurture newborn 
puppies for eight weeks. Canine Companions puppies spend 
the next 14-18 months with volunteer puppy raisers who 
provide basic obedience training, socialization and care.

...Canine Companions continued from page 35
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do-it-yourself and professional installer

15%off
Military Discount

With Ad

Contract # 5050 Car Quest
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book

760-727-5420 • Fax 760-727-8125
885 Brooktree Lane, Vista, CA 92081

www.shadowridgevillageapartments.com

Fully Equipped Electric Kitchens with Lots of Cabinets,
Walk-In Closets • Air Conditioning • Laundry Facility
Outdoor Pool • Hydro-Massage Spa • Tennis Court

Contract# 5157
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book

www.maaco.com

Collision Repair and Auto Painting!
Military Financing Available • Nationwide Warranty
San Diego: 5670 Kearny Villa Rd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 858-277-4250
Oceanside: 3215 Production Ave. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .760-757-8964
National City: 1146 National City Blvd . . . . . . . . . . . . . .619-474-3353
San marcos: 827 Rancheros Dr . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .760-738-4599

Contract# 5074
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book

www.maaco.com
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Professional Canine Companions instructors teach  
the dogs to master over 40 commands in six to nine 
months. After training is successfully completed, the  
dogs can go through Team Training and be matched  
with adults, children or veterans with a disabilities, or  
professionals assisting clients with special needs. Team 
Training culminates in a joyful graduation ceremony for 
graduates beginning a new journey and for puppy raisers 
witnessing their puppies’ achievements. J

Northwest Training Center
Jean and Charles Schulz Campus 
2965 Dutton Avenue • Santa Rosa, CA 95407 
(707) 577-1700 Voice 
(707) 577-1712 Fax 
(800) 572-BARK (2275) Toll-free

Serving Northern California, Northern Nevada, Oregon, 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Alaska and Wyoming.

Canine Companions for Independence was founded in 
Santa Rosa, California in 1975. The National Headquarters 
and Northwest Training Center are located on the Jean 
and Charles Schulz Campus in Santa Rosa, California. The 
Schulz Campus, named after generous supporters Jean 
and Charles Schulz, opened in 1996. The Northwest Region 
serves people in Northern California, Northern Nevada, 
Oregon, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and Alaska.

Southwest Training Center
The Dean, Gerda and Trixie Koontz Campus 
124 Rancho del Oro Drive • Oceanside, CA 92057 
(760) 901-4300 Voice 
(760) 901-4350 Fax 
(800) 572-BARK (2275) Toll-free 

The Southwest Region of Canine Companions was founded 
in 1986. We serve Arizona, Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Southern California, Southern Nevada 
and Hawaii. The Southwest Regional Training Center is 
named the Dean, Gerda and Trixie Koontz Campus after our 
campus benefactors: bestselling author Dean Koontz, his 
wife and their late Golden Retriever adopted from Canine 
Companions after being retired from service.

North Central Training Center
4989 State Route 37 East • Delaware, Ohio 43015 
(740) 833-3700 Voice 
(740) 363-0555 Fax 
(800) 572-BARK (2275) Toll-free

Canine Companions for Independence North Central 
Region has been enhancing the lives of children, adults and 
veterans with disabilities since 1987. The North Central 
Regional Training Center, located just outside of Columbus 
in Delaware, OH, opened its doors in 1990 and serves 
13 and a half states: everything west of Pittsburgh, Ohio, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, 
Iowa, Minnesota, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota and South 
Dakota. The North Central Region also serves our graduate 
teams living in eastern Canada.

South Central Training Center
Kinkeade Campus at Baylor Scott & White Health 
7710 Las Colinas Ridge • Irving, TX 75063 
(214) 259-4700 Voice 
(800) 572-BARK (2275) Toll-free

Canine Companions for Independence South Central 
Region is the sixth and newest region. The Kinkeade Campus 
at Baylor Scott & White Health is located in Irving, Texas,  
and is the first assistance dog program to partner with a 
healthcare system. The campus is named for United States 
District Judge Ed Kinkeade, who took the lead in bringing  
this partnership together for the formation of a campus to 
serve the state of Texas. We look forward to continuing to 
enhance lives through our wonderful assistance dogs in the 
Lone Star State.
Northeast Training Center
Miller Family Campus 
286 Middle Island Road • Medford, NY 11763 
(631) 561-0200 Voice 
(631) 561-0230 Fax 
(800) 572-BARK (2275) Toll-free

The Northeast Region of Canine Companions for 
Independence was founded in 1989 and was located on the 
SUNY Farmingdale Campus in Farmingdale, NY. 

In 2008, the Northeast Regional Training Center moved  
to a state-of-the-art facility, the Miller Family Campus 
located in Medford, NY. The 11-acre, 39,000 square foot 
Canine Care Center features 38 kennels, exercise yards, a 
wellness clinic and grooming facility, along with separate 
kennels and play yards for puppies. The Hagedorn Team 
Training Residence Hall has 11 spacious fully handicapped 
accessible dorm rooms for training participants and their 
families. Bogie’s Bistro provides a community space with  
an accessible kitchen, dining room and lounge. There are  
five training rooms that are utilized for Team Training,  
professional training, puppy classes, as well as community 
meetings. Serving New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, 
Delaware, Eastern Pennsylvania, Maryland, Washington 
DC, Virginia, West Virginia, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
Vermont, New Hampshire and Maine.

National Headquarters & Locations

...continued on page 38
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Southeast Training Center
Canine Companions for Independence 
8150 Clarcona Ocoee Road • Orlando, FL 32818 
(407) 522-3300 Voice 
(407) 522-3347 Fax 
(800) 572-BARK (2275) Toll-free

The Southeast Region of Canine Companions for 
Independence has been making a difference in the lives of  
people with disabilities since 1989. The Southeast Region 
Training Center, an 8-acre campus, opened on Independence 
Day, July 4, 2000, and serves the states of Florida, Georgia, 
Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, Mississippi, 
Alabama and Louisiana. The campus, named in recognition  
of Anheuser-Busch/SeaWorld’s million dollar gift, consists  
of four buildings with a total of 32,000 square feet. It is a 
state-of-the-art facility where training, education and caring 
come together.

Give Independence — and Give a Dog a Job.
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, Canine Companions for 

Independence assistance dogs are there for their human 
partners with disabilities. Expertly trained to perform over 40 
commands these dogs help children, veterans and adults with 
disabilities open doors, pick up dropped items and much more.

Thanks to donors like you, each life-changing dog is provided 
free of charge to recipients. Give Independence — and Give a 
Dog a Job. 

http://www.cci.org/about

...Canine Companions continued from page 37

WE WILL MEET OR BEAT ANY COMPETITORS’ WRITTEN OFFER UP TO $500 HABLAMOS ESPAÑOL

THE TWO FASTEST GROWING NISSAN STORES IN CALIFORNIA!

$500 DOLLAR MILITARY REBATE + 
ADDITIONAL $500 MILITARY DISCOUNT 

FROM NISSAN IRVINE/CAPISTRANO.

*CANNOT COMBINE WITH ANY OTHER COUPON, APPLIES TO PURCHASES OVER $200.00 AND MAX DISCOUNT OF $200.00 TOTAL OFF SERVICE OR PARTS.

32 AUTO CENTER DRIVE
IRVINE

(949) 242-0835

(949) 485-520433633 CAMINO CAPISTRANO
SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO  N I S S A N O F C A P I S T R A N O . C O M

N I S S A N O F I R V I N E . C O M

Family In Town For A Few Days?
COME RENT A BIGGER CAR FROM US AT EITHER LOCATION FOR AS LOW AS 24.99 A DAY!

ALL ADVERTISED PRICES EXCLUDE GOVERNMENT FEES AND TAXES, ANY FINANCE CHARGES, ANY DEALER  DOCUMENT PROCESSING CHARGE, ANY ELECTRONIC FILING CHARGE 
AND ANY EMISSION TESTING CHARGE.  MAY INCLUDE DEALER INSTALLED OPTIONS. OFFERS EXPIRE CLOSE OF BUSINESS 5/28/18.

ACTIVE OR RETIRED SERVICE 20% OFF SERVICE AND PARTS EVERY MONDAY*

Contract # 5061 – Half Page
2018 Military Appreciation Resource Book
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Wounded Warrior Battalion - West Wounded Warrior Battalion - East

Wounded Warrior Battalion
The United States Marine Corps Wounded Warrior Regiment provides and enables assistance 

to wounded, ill and injured Marines, sailors attached to or in support of Marine units, and their 
family members in order to assist them as they return to duty or transition to civilian life. 

The Regimental headquarters element, located in Quantico, Va., commands the operations 
of two Wounded Warrior Battalions located at Camp Pendleton, Calif., and Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
and multiple detachments in locations around the globe.

Mission
The Wounded Warrior Regiment provides leadership and ensures compliance with laws and DoD 
instructions related to the support, recovery, and non-medical care of combat and non-combat 

wounded, ill, and injured (WII) Marines, Sailors attached to Marine units, and their family members 
in order to maximize their recovery as they return to duty or transition to civilian life.

Lines of Operation (LOOs)
The Wounded Warrior Regiment approaches each individual Marine’s recovery as a relationship, 

not a process, and encourages healing in all aspects of life. To help Marines focus on the varying 
means through which they will overcome the challenges of their wound, illness, or injury, the WWR 

developed four separate lines of operation: Mind, Body, Spirit, and Family.

Wounded Warrior Battalion - West
Our Mission

The Wounded Warrior Battalion - West (WWBn-W) 
is located at Camp Pendleton, CA. The Battalion’s area of 
responsibility is generally from west of the Mississippi River 
to Okinawa, Japan. The headquarters, Company Alpha and 
the Warrior Hope and Care Center are located aboard Camp 
Pendleton, CA.

Company Bravo is located aboard Naval Medical Center 
San Diego, and Company Charlie located aboard Marine 
Corps Base Hawaii. The battalion also has a Patient Assist 
Team located at Marine Corps Base, Twenty-nine Palms, and 
liaison cells at the VA Poly Trauma Center in Palo Alto, CA and 
Okinawa, Japan. The Warrior Hope and Care Center offers 
campus-style access to a full complement of services, such 
as reconditioning, counseling, Recovery Care Coordinators, 
Medical Case Mangers, and physical training.

WWBn-W is committed to the successful recovery and 
transition of each Marine and family assigned to its care. The 
battalion shares the mission and objectives of the Wounded 
Warrior Regiment and focuses on the whole Marine – mind, 

body, spirit, family – in addressing recovery needs. If you need 
further information about referring a Marine or the support 
available through the Wounded Warrior Battalion –West, 
please contact us.

WWBn-W Contact Center
Wounded Warrior Battalion-West (WWBn-W) Contact 

Center provides research, reference, and referral for wounded, 
ill, and injured Marines and Sailors and their families, who 
request or require assistance throughout all phases of recovery 
in order to assist in rehabilitation and transition.  
You can reach us at: 888-738-7044

Wounded Warrior Regiment (WWR) distributes information 
about services available to support service members’ recoveries, 
news related to the WWR and stories of Marines focusing on 
their abilities on the WWR Facebook page, Twitter, and 
Medium blog page.

facebook.com/wwr.usmc/ twitter.com/USMCWWR 
medium.com/@usmcwwr

Download the free App of the USMC WWR through iTunes 
or Google Play.
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Wounded Warrior Battalion - West conducted a change of 
command ceremony at Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton, 
California, Aug. 17, 2018.

Lt. Col. Mary Flatley assumed command from Lt. Col. 
Stephen Mount after Mount lead the unit for the past two 
years. Flatley comes to Camp Pendleton from Marine Corps 
Base Quantico where she served as branch head at Manpower 
Management Promotions Branch.

“I was very, very humbled by receiving the news that I would 
become the commanding officer of the battalion,” said Flatley.

Wounded Warrior Bn. - West’s primary mission is rehabil-
itating injured Marines and Sailors by focusing on their mind, 
body, spirit, and family to guide them back to full duty, or assist 
in transitioning out of the armed forces.

The unit offers a diverse range of physical and medical treat-
ments that are catered to each Marine and Sailors’ individual 
injury. The treatments include both physical and recreational 
therapy, medical rehabilitation and training. Additionally, 
Marines are provided instructional classes on developing a 
resume, preparing for interviews, and attending job fairs.

“We give the Marines and Sailors a road map to success to 
ensure that they can make a successful return to the fleet, or a 
smooth transition into the civilian sector,” said Sgt. Maj. Mario 
Fields, battalion sergeant major, Wounded Warrior Bn. - West.

The unit also offers it’s injured personnel a wide variety of 
athletic opportunities to maintain high levels of fitness and 
mental health.

The battalion has created a great reputation for itself by 
providing extraordinary care to its’ patients, carving the best 
possible route to success for each individual service member, 
according to Fields.

“My main plan going forward is to make sure that we con-
tinue to provide the tremendous care and opportunities that 
we offer to the service members,” said Flatley. “I hope to not 
only maintain what [LtCol Mount] has done, but to take it to 
the next level.”

By Cpl. Dylan Chagnon | Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton 
August 17, 2018

Wounded Warrior Battalion 
Welcomes New  
Commanding Officer
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www.gmexclusive.com • Phone 760-941-5002

36 Years
Servicing GM

Vehicles
• All Types of Service & Repair
• Utlilizing The Latest
 in Automotive 
 Technology
 

• Specializing in GM Passenger 
               Cars & Lt Duty Trucks
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307 S. Coast Hwy.
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WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT 

& CRACK REPAIR
358 Vista del Monte

Oceanside, CA 92054
We Take All Major Credit Cards
Phone: 760-717-0366

www.northcoastautoglass.com
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The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, in conjunction with Naval 
Hospital Camp Pendleton, opened an Intrepid Spirit Center 
on Camp Pendleton, Calif., April 4, 2018.

Intrepid Spirit Centers are built nationwide to treat  
traumatic brain injuries and psychological conditions  
affecting service members.

With over 45,000 Marines and Sailors, Camp Pendleton 
supports military operations on a global scale, making it a 
prime location to have such a resource operating on the  
installation.

“Camp Pendleton is really the epicenter of operational 
forces in the region,” said Cmdr. Paul Sargent, Department 
Head of the Intrepid Spirit Center – Naval Hospital Camp 
Pendleton. “We’ve had referrals from Naval Base Coronado, 
special operations units, and others from the region who 
can get access to care more readily because of the special 
services we provide.”

The Intrepid Fallen Heroes fund has a profound history 
of treating service members by instilling in them hope and 
comfort while dealing with their conditions.

Intrepid Spirit Center
Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton, opened an Intrepid Spirit Center 
www.pendleton.marines.mil/News/News-Article-Display/Article/1486677/intrepid-spirit-center-brings-hope-to-traumatic-brain-injury-patients

Mr. Arnold Fisher, the honorary chairman of the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund, middle right, cuts the ribbon to officially open the Intrepid Spirit Center on Camp Pendleton, Calif., April 4, 2018. The Intrepid Spirt Center will work 
together with Naval Hospital Camp Pendleton to treat traumatic brain, physical and psychological injuries. This location is one of nine centers being opened nationwide. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Betzabeth Y. Galvan)

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Maj. Steve Taylor shared how 
the organization impacted his life when he was struck by an 
improvised explosive device in Afghanistan in 2010.

“Right away coming home, my family started noticing 
issues with my behavior. Simple tasks, like tying my boots, 
suddenly became a daily challenge,” said Taylor, afterwards, 
jokingly putting blame on him reaching the age of 40.

However, as time passed and his symptoms worsened to 
memory loss and excruciating migraines it became evident 
that aging was not the issue.

In 2012, Taylor underwent an MRI and was diagnosed with 
traumatic brain injury.

“I wasn’t the same person I was before I left; everyone 
could see it but me,” said Taylor, attempting to avoid drowning  
in his words. “I was in a leadership position having to make 
critical decisions, but I couldn’t even remember if it was 
Tuesday or Wednesday, or what grade my son was in. I 
began struggling everyday to mask these symptoms that 
were consuming every aspect of my daily life.”

...continued on page 42
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Intrepid Sea, Air & Space Museum

The National Intrepid Center of Excellence (NICoE) 
opened its doors in Bethesda, MD,to advance our 
nation’s understanding of traumatic brain injury (TBI) and 
psychological health (PH).

The Fisher family created the Intrepid Fallen Heroes 
Fund (IFHF) which led the fundraising effort for the 
NICoE by securing $65 million in donations from the 
American public.

The Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund is building a series 
of ten specially-designed treatment facilities, called 
Intrepid Spirit Centers. These centers are located on 
military bases across the nation and provide service 
members with advanced care to address the complex 
symptoms of TBI and PTS. 

Seven Intrepid Spirit Centers are open and serving 
America’s Servicemembers in uniform. More than 90% 
of patients treated in the centers are able to continue on 
Active Duty. Three additional centers are in planning.

The Intrepid Spirit Center program is only the latest 
in the Intrepid Fallen Heroes Fund’s almost 20-year 
history of assisting America’s military community. Since 
2000, IFHF has provided over $200 million in support 
for severely wounded military personnel and families of 
military personnel lost in service to our nation.
https://www.fallenheroesfund.org/intrepid-spirit

National Intrepid Center of Excellence

As his condition kept worsening day by day, he faced an 
ultimatum from his family: Get help or get out.

“At this point I had to ask myself, ‘what’s more important, 
my career or my health?’” he said.

Shortly afterwards, Taylor, with the support of his family 
and chain of command, checked into the National Intrepid 
Center of Excellence at Walter Reed National Military 
Medical Center in Maryland.

“The medical treatment was like nothing I ever  
experienced,” he said. “I received the most comprehensive 
medical evaluation of my life; I estimate it to be 10 years 
worth of treatment in the short four weeks I was there.”

After a four-week period of complex psychological and 
therapeutic treatment, Taylor found himself with a renewed 
spirit and a well-developed recovery plan, which he still 
undergoes to this day.

His inspiring story is only one of many by service members 
like him who have undergone treatment at an Intrepid Spirit 
Center. According to Taylor, researchers with Intrepid report 
a 92% success rate with patients seeking treatment with  
the organization.

With the opening of the Camp Pendleton center, the 
staff has one priority in mind: The mental health of service 
members.

“When I’ve seen stellar careers end prematurely, it’s 
usually because of a behavioral health or brain health issue,” 
said Sargent. “If I can help keep Marines brains healthy, then 
they’re going to make better decisions, and they’re going to 
be better Marines.”

The Intrepid Sea, Air & Space military and maritime 
history museum opened in 1982 after Zachary Fisher 
and his brother Larry Fisher and Michael Stern saved 
USS Intrepid from scrapping in 1978.

The museum showcases the aircraft carrier USS 
Intrepid, the submarine USS Growler, a Concorde 
SST, a Lockheed A-12 supersonic reconnaissance 
plane, and the Space Shuttle Enterprise.

In 1986 the USS Intrepid became a National Historic 
Landmark. 2018 marks the 75th anniversary of aircraft 
carrier USS Intrepid Intrepid’s commissioning.

For more information: www.intrepidmuseum.org

...Intrepid Spirit Center continued from page 41
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Oceanside California  
A Great Place For Fun, Shopping,  
Food And Entertainment
Oceanside Special Events

The Oceanside Chamber of Commerce offers 10 annual 
special signature events that bring together business 
and community leaders to foster business relationships, 
enhance professional and personal development, expand 
business to business and business to community outreach, 
and gain insight into relevant and timely issues impacting 
the local business community in the City of Oceanside, 
nearby communities including the Camp Pendleton 
military base, the Innovate 78 corridor, North County, and 
the wider community of San Diego and Orange Counties in 
southern California.

• Oceanside Harbor Days

• Armed Forces Day Military Operation Appreciation
The Oceanside Chamber of Commerce will bring the 

business community and area residents together to 
provide a day of recognition to the Marines and Sailors 
based on Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton and other 
nearby military bases.

• Oceanside Heroes Reception

• Oceanside Business EXPO

• Oceanside Senior Expo

• Enlisted Recognition Reception
The Chamber’s Military Affairs Committee created an 

Enlisted Recognition Program in 2001 as a way for the 
business community to recognize the excellence of the 
local enlisted personnel.

• Meet the City of Oceanside Reception

Oceanside is home to numerous community events 
including weekly Farmers and Sunset Markets and 
annual favorites like Oceanside Harbor Days and 
Oceanside Beach Soccer.

For more information please visit the links to our 
Chamber, City and Visit Oceanside calendars
www.oceansidechamber.com/oceanside-events.html

213 N Tremont Street • Oceanside, California 92054

Phone # 760-722-6555 • www.dorothysmilitary.com

 Dorothy’s offers exemplary tailoring and dry cleaning  
for local military service members.

Dry Cleaning • Tailoring • Laundry • Name Tapes
Ribbon and Medal Mounting 
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It’s been 50 years since John L. Canley, then a Marine 
Corps gunnery sergeant, led his company in a brutal 
weeklong fight against North Vietnamese troops, saving 
hundreds of people from harm during the infamous Battle 
of Hue City. Today, he received the Medal of Honor for 
his actions.

Retired Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. John L. Canley receives 
the Medal of Honor.

Canley received a Navy Cross two years after the 
battle, but many of the men who served under him 
thought he deserved the nation’s highest honor. After 
years of bureaucratic delays, their campaign succeeded. 
Now 80, and retired at the rank of sergeant major, he is 
the 300th Marine to have earned the nation’s highest 
military honor.

The Battle of Hue City was one of the bloodiest battles 
of the Vietnam War. It was part of the surprise attack by 
North Vietnamese troops that’s famously known as the 
Tet Offensive.

Canley was a gunnery sergeant for Alpha Company, 1st 
Battalion, 1st Marines, during a weeklong portion of the 
battle to retake the city.

On Jan. 31, 1968, the company came across intense 
enemy fire. Canley ran through it, risking his life to carry 
several injured Marines back to safety. His company 
commander was wounded during the shootout, so 
Canley assumed command despite his own injuries. He 
reorganized the scattered men and personally moved 
through their ranks to advise and encourage them.

For the next three days, Canley and his company fought 
their way back into the city. Eventually, he led his men 
into an enemy-occupied building in Hue. Canley worked 
his way to a spot above the enemy’s strongpoint and 

Retired Marine Corps 
Sgt. Maj. John L. Canley  
Receives The  
Medal of Honor

dropped an explosive on their position, taking out several 
insurgents and forcing those who survived to run away.

Two days after that, on Feb. 6, his unit tried to capture 
a government building. They suffered heavy casualties 
during the mission, but Canley continued to encourage 
his men forward until they drove the enemy out.

Canley was wounded yet again, but he refused to let 
his injuries stop him. Twice during the fight, he was seen 
scaling a concrete wall in full view of the enemy to pick up 
fallen Marines and carry them to safety.

“He wasn’t one of these gruff, screaming guys. You 
did stuff for him because you didn’t want to disappoint 
him,” former Marine Corps Pfc. John Ligato, who served 
alongside Canley, recently told Military.com. “You 
followed him because he was a true leader -- something 
you need in life-and-death situations. … He was totally 
fearless. He loved his Marines, and we loved him back.”

Retired Marine Corps Sgt. Maj. John L. Canley was awarded the Medal of Honor for his actions in the brutal 
Battle of Hue during the Vietnam War. President Donald Trump presented the medal on Wednesday, Oct. 
17, 2018, the 300th in the Marine Corps’ history.

Story and photos by Department of Defense
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